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In keeping with the guidelines established February 2006 by the International Committee 
of Medical Journal Editors (Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to 
Biomedical Journals), IMCJ requests the following: 
 
Informed Consent/Coauthors 

• Within the manuscript, authors should identify individuals who provide writing 
assistance and disclose the funding source for this assistance. 

 
Informed Consent/Study Participants 

1. Authors should not include identifying patient information—including patients' 
names, initials, or hospital numbers—in written descriptions, photographs, and 
pedigrees unless the information is essential for scientific purposes and the patient 
(or parent or guardian) gives written, informed consent for publication. 

2. Complete anonymity is difficult to achieve, however, and informed consent 
should be obtained if there is any doubt. For example, masking the eye region in 
photographs of patients is inadequate protection of anonymity.  

3. When informed consent has been obtained, it should be indicated in the published 
article and a copy of  the Patient Informed Consent Form for each patient 
should be included with article submission. (See page 2 for a copy of the Patient 
Informed Consent Form.) 

4. Authors should provide written verification that any study participants who are 
identifiable have been shown the final manuscript to be published. (This 
verification is included in the Patient Informed Consent Form on page 2.) 

 
Masked Study Participants 

• If identifying characteristics are altered to protect anonymity, such as in genetic 
pedigrees, authors should provide written assurance to the editors that alterations 
do not distort scientific meaning. 

 
Affidavit 
 
As the primary author, I acknowledge having read and abided by the above guidelines. 
(Where requested, please include the applicable information with your submission.) 
 
 
Author Signature: __________________________________________ Date: _____________ 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
 
If this document doesn’t apply to you (no one else provided writing assistance, there 
was no need for informed consent) please initial here: _________________________ 
 
 
If this document applies to you but you decline to sign the affidavit, please initial 
here: _______________________ 
(You are welcome to state your reasons why on a separate page.) 
 



Integrative Medicine: A Clinician’s Journal (IMCJ) 
Patient Informed Consent Form 

 
In keeping with the guidelines established February 2006 by the International Committee 
of Medical Journal Editors (Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to 
Biomedical Journals), if any author includes identifying patient information—including 
patients' names, initials, or hospital numbers—in written descriptions, photographs, and 
pedigrees, the author must: 
 

1. obtain the patient’s written, informed consent for publication; 
2. allow the patient to read the final manuscript being submitted for publication. 

 
Affidavit 
 
As a patient of this study (or parent or guardian of a participant in this study), I agree to 
being identified (having my child/ward identified) for publication in an international 
journal and acknowledge having read the final manuscript and approved of the 
identifying information being included. 
 
 
Patient Signature: __________________________________________ Date: _____________ 
 
If Patient is under 18: 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________ Date: _____________ 
 
 


